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Library Engine: 
Driving Economic Development through  

Programs, Services, Spaces, and Partnerships  



BPL Overview 

• Mission 
• It is the mission of Brooklyn Public 

Library to ensure the preservation and 
transmission of society's knowledge, 
history and culture, and to provide the 
people of Brooklyn with free and open 
access to information for education, 
recreation and reference. 
 

• Vision 
• Brooklyn Public Library will be a vital 

center of knowledge for all, accessible 
24 hours a day, and will be a leader in 
traditional and innovative library 
services which reflect the diverse and 
dynamic spirit of the people of 
Brooklyn. 

Strategic Goals 
 
• Education 
• Access 
• Culture 
• Inclusion 
• Space  
• Stewardship 
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Library Map 
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Adult Learning at BPL 
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Programs-PowerUP! 

• Business Plan Competition 
– Classes 

– Coaching 

– Business Plan 

– Presentation 

– Cash prizes 

• Over 4000 participants 

• 700 plans submitted 

• Over 55 start ups 

 

 
5 

 
 

http://www.bklynlibrary.org/sites/default/files/files/pdf/business/powerup/5770_PT_PowerUPSlideshow2013_Final.pdf


 
 

Programs-PowerUP! Kreyol 

• Targeting Haitian Kreyol speaking 
population 

• Classes offered in Kreyol 

• Two top prizes 

• Pipeline for larger competition 
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Programs: THRIVE 

• Competition To Help 
Reach Immigrant 
Ventures and 
Entrepreneurs (THRIVE) 

• Collaboration with two 
other library systems 
with NYPL as lead 

• Workshops for 
immigrant 
entrepreneurs on 
succession planning 
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Programs: Financing 
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Services: SCORE  

• One on one business 
counseling onsite at 
library locations 

• Experienced 
counselors/mentors 

• Counselors with 
expertise  
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Services: Book a Librarian 

• One on one research help from an 
experienced librarian 

• Tutorial on a host of databases 

• Convenient scheduling 
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Spaces-Info Commons 

• Opened in 2013 

• 6 meeting rooms and 1 recording 
studio 

• 1,500 events 

• 13,000 in attendance 

• 7000 users on 25 computers monthly 

• 10, 000 wireless sessions monthly 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/bpl_infocommons


 
 

Spaces-Technology Hubs 

• 60 locations 

• Wifi/internet access 

• Expanded hours 

• Technology support 
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Partnerships- 
Craft Entrepreneurship 

• NYC Small Business Services 

• Series to teach how crafts to sell online 

• 25-30 participants in series  

• Offered in Spanish and English 
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Partnership- 
Brownsville Partnership 

• 5000 jobs campaign  

• Support underserved neighborhood 

• Resource guides 

• Onsite and offsite programs 
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Thank You. 
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